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ESPERANCE PORT AND RAVENSTHORPE NICKEL MINE — JOBS 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) informed the Assembly that he was in receipt within the prescribed time of 
a letter from the member for Warren–Blackwood seeking to debate a matter of public interest. 
[In compliance with standing orders, at least five members rose in their places.] 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [2.53 pm]: I move — 

That this house condemns the McGowan government for its inaction on job losses at the Esperance port and 
Ravensthorpe nickel mine and calls on the government to assist workers to remain in their communities. 

This is a very appropriate time to raise this matter of public interest. Two circumstances have effectively hit the 
south-east coast of Western Australia in quick succession. The first was the signal from this government of 
a number of redundancies in the Esperance port. The government sought expressions of interest for redundancies 
in 50 jobs. For a community of some 15 000 in Esperance, those redundancies will have a substantial impact. Last 
week, First Quantum Minerals decided to put its nickel mine in Ravensthorpe into care and maintenance. If we 
look at the total potential job losses of moving that facility into care and maintenance, we see that some 500 jobs 
will be lost, including 300 jobs directly through the project and some 200 jobs in relation to contractors who supply 
services to that company through contractual arrangements. Two recent decisions have substantially impacted the 
south coast. 
The Nationals held its conference at Esperance on the weekend and members can be assured that the people of 
Esperance are reeling from these two decisions. There is a significant amount of unease and a lot of concern about 
the impact on the little communities of Hopetoun, Ravensthorpe, Jerramungup and Lake King and, of course, 
Esperance. Our heart goes out to the people who are impacted by these decisions. The decrease in the number of 
people living in those communities will also hurt local businesses by extension. That is of serious concern to the 
National Party. 

I want to go over a bit of history. It is worth remembering some history in these situations. I am sure that a lot of 
people in this place will recall what happened when the BHP mine closed in 2009. That closure was on the back 
of a fall in nickel prices, which is the same reason that First Quantum Minerals is giving to us for putting its mine 
into care and maintenance. I remember the opposition, the current government, at the time making substantial 
public arguments about its concern about what the Liberal–National government was doing. I refer to some of the 
comments that were made by the now Premier, Mr McGowan, when the BHP mine went into care and maintenance 
in 2009. In The West Australian of 11 February 2009, he chastised then Premier Colin Barnett for giving in so 
easily to BHP’s demands and said that the situation could have been avoided if the Liberal–National government 
“had been firmer with BHP”. Just earlier, on 7 February 2009, McGowan lamented that the Liberal–National 
government did not have a hands-on management style in dealing with the big mining companies. Again, the 
current Premier had a go at the government of the day for its inaction and not, from his perspective, having 
a hard enough hand on BHP. I will quote another couple of comments from the now Premier. He said on 
11 February 2009 that the Liberal–National government had shown weakness when it allowed BHP to stop mining. 
The Kalgoorlie Miner of 14 February 2009 states that Mark McGowan demanded that the Premier — 

hold urgent talks with BHP … to clarify the company’s intentions and end the uncertainty. 

When the current Premier was in opposition, he lambasted the government of the day for not taking a hands-on 
approach to BHP and suggested that the government could have an influence to keep the mine going, yet it did 
not. That was the public commentary that the current Premier was running at the time. Was it not a surprise to us 
when the decision came through? I first saw it late last Wednesday night. When the Minister for Mines and 
Petroleum was asked about it on 10 August this year, he commented to journalists after the decision became public 
that there was nothing the government of Western Australia could do; this was entirely about market forces. 
When the Labor Party was in opposition, it made the point that the government should be doing something. In 
The West Australian of 29 January 2009, the now Premier said — 

The mining of the State’s resources is a privilege and with that privilege goes certain obligations.” 

I could not agree with that more. The point is that when the Labor Party was in opposition, we heard the roar from 
the current Premier when he was sitting over here talking about what could and could not be done in response to 
the BHP closure. What do we get now from the current Minister for Mines and Petroleum? He is washing his 
hands of it and saying that the government of Western Australia cannot do anything and we should just let market 
forces play out. What does the government say to the people in Hopetoun, Ravensthorpe and Esperance who are 
affected by the decision to put that mine into care and maintenance? The Esperance port decision, which I will get 
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to in a minute, is a direct decision of this government. The south east part of the state has had no love from this 
government. 

I return to the impact of the closure of the First Quantum Minerals mine. Up to 30 children could be unenrolled 
from the local primary school, which has only about 80 students, and 150 householders have been told that they 
have two months to vacate their rental properties owned by First Quantum Minerals. I will let my colleagues go 
on to talk about the extended impacts they have heard about from their discussions with the community members 
down there. Our heart goes out to them. The south east is getting no love whatsoever from this government. When 
we compare the position that the government took when in opposition and the statements it is making today, its 
hypocrisy absolutely beggars belief.  

I now want to talk about the port jobs. On 11 August, a memo came out from the Southern Ports Authority saying 
that because around 25 per cent of the production from First Quantum Minerals is going through the port, the 
closure of the mine will impact on the number of stevedores and the like who are employed at the port. It will be 
interesting to see whether that same argument comes back from the Minister for Transport or the Minister for 
Mines and Petroleum. We know also that on 4 August, before First Quantum Minerals decided to put the mine on 
care and maintenance, it sent out expressions of interest for redundancies, seeking to take 50 jobs out of play. I call 
on this government to say that was its decision. That was not a decision from the closure of the mine at 
Ravensthorpe; that was its decision. 

When government members wave around WA Labor’s “Plan for Jobs”, I would like them to shove that in the face 
of the people of Ravensthorpe and Esperance and say, “This is our plan for jobs.” Governments are measured on 
their response to these issues. These issues will always come up in government. We cannot stop these things from 
happening. The Minister for Mines and Petroleum is quite right—it plays out in the market. However, the 
government will be measured on its response to this issue. I heard about this closure in the news last week. The 
first and immediate response from the government should have been to visit the community and talk to the people 
affected. Not one person from the government—not the Premier, not the Minister for Mines and Petroleum and 
not the Minister for Regional Development—has visited this community. The closure of this mine will impact 
500 jobs. That is an absolute shame on the government. The first thing the government should have done is visit 
the people. I would like to know where government members were. A few rumours are floating around about 
where government members were. I am concerned about that. 

The second thing the government should do is invest in the community to provide a level of stimulus in the local 
economy. This government has some push-button projects that are ready to go. My colleague the member for Roe 
will talk later about those projects. The government has talked about its plan for jobs. Those are local projects that 
would support local content and local contractors. If the government were true to the position it took to the election, 
it would visit the community and it would look at investing in local projects. 

A level of uncertainty is rippling through the communities of Ravensthorpe and Esperance. Their local member of 
Parliament, the member for Roe, is trying to get information from the lead agency, the Goldfields–Esperance 
Development Commission. However, the member for Roe has been shut down. He is unable to get any information. 
It is his electorate. However, he cannot work out what the government is planning to do locally to respond to the 
issues that are hitting those communities. Jobs are the platform on which the Labor Party came into government. 
The local member is unable to get information about what the government is doing about jobs, even though the 
government has a plan for jobs that is about an inch thick! That is of concern to us. The people in that community 
are on tenterhooks. The hypocrisy of this government, from the position that it took in 2009 compared with now, 
is staggering. We could hear the roar then. However, government members are now like pussycats. The least 
ministers could do is visit Ravensthorpe. The local member cannot get access to information. As the Minister for 
Regional Development well knows, there is a bunch of push-button projects ready to go. Those projects were 
approved by the previous government. The business plans for those projects are in place. The government could 
activate those projects right now to provide a level of stimulus in the local economy, which has been absolutely 
smashed. We know about the recent flood events in this region. The member for Moore will highlight a number 
of local government activities that could have occurred, and can still occur, on the back of decisions by this 
government. The government says it is the government for jobs. The government should tell that to the people in 
the south eastern part of Western Australia. They are getting no love from this government. 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [3.04 pm]: I thank the member for Warren–Blackwood for his remarks. I could not 
agree with him more. As the member for Roe, this issue is very close to my heart. My thoughts are with the families 
affected by the closure of the First Quantum Minerals mine and the loss of 500 jobs, and also with the employees 
of the Southern Ports Authority in Esperance and the loss of up to 50 jobs. 
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Yesterday, I presented life memberships to two members of the Hopetoun Progress Association, Jan and 
John Field. At that event, I spoke to many members of the Hopetoun and Ravensthorpe community. I can assure 
members that they are very worried. Lisa Wilson, the secretary of the progress association and the mother of 
a couple of schoolkids, told me that 30 children will probably have to leave the school. The school has only 
80 children, so that will have a massive effect. I ask the government to make sure that it does not change the 
staffing or impact on this school in any way, in the hope that in the not-too-distant future the nickel price will 
rebound and FQM will recommence operations. I was also informed that at least 150 families have been told that 
they will need to get out of their company-provided housing within two months. That will have a massive impact 
on the Hopetoun and Ravensthorpe communities. Some members of the workforce have also invested in the town. 
If they lose their jobs, they will also be struggling to pay their mortgage. That really concerns me. There will 
obviously be a flow-on effect to many small businesses. An article in last weekend’s The Weekend West 
highlighted an engineering business with six employees that had orders early in the week, but three or four days 
later those orders were shut down. That small business will be looking at going back to one or two employees to 
do just agricultural work. That is also of concern to me. 

The member for Warren–Blackwood pointed out the unavailability of information. As the local member, I am 
disappointed with the amount of information I have received. The Minister for Mines and Petroleum, to his credit, 
spoke to me last week and told me that a task force would be set up to look at this issue. When I spoke to the 
Goldfields–Esperance Development Commission yesterday, I was told it could not talk to me as the local member; 
the only way I could talk to anyone would be by having a meeting at Parliament House with the Minister for 
Regional Development present. So, there we are. The local member wants to talk about — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I would love to have a chat to the members of the task force. However, unfortunately, that is 
the information I was given by the CEO of the GEDC. The same thing happened to me when I talked to the 
community resource centre. This is not the first time this has happened. 

The Southern Ports Authority told me that it is sending out expressions of interest for redundancy. However, it did 
not provide any detail about the numbers. That is all the communication I have had from the port authority. Our best 
information is coming from employees, or former employees, who have walked into my Esperance office with 
a letter from their doctor saying that they are on stress leave, or from the local government and the chief executive 
officer of the Shire of Ravensthorpe. That is where the information that I am getting has been coming from. 

The government has told us that it has an open and transparent way of doing business. Frankly, I am not seeing 
much of that. As the member for Warren–Blackwood intimated, some key projects can be looked at. On Thursday 
of last week, I asked the Premier and Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade about committing to jobs 
and projects for the region. His answer to my question was, in part — 

… we will keep the royalties for regions program. The member will find out what it is spent on in the 
budget when it is handed down. 

Given the circumstances, the government must look at assisting employees who will lose their jobs and the 
community members and small businesses that will be affected. 
When the recent floods came through in February, the Culham Inlet causeway was wiped out along with the Phillips 
River Bridge. I commend Main Roads for the work it did on the diversion of the Phillips River Bridge, and work 
has again begun on reinstating the bridge. The problem is that the Culham Inlet causeway, which connects Hopetoun 
to the Fitzgerald River National Park, has been wiped out. The local government has spent nearly $500 000 
reinstating what is basically a small bypass that will connect the community. That will hopefully be finished in the 
next few weeks. My suggestion to the Premier, the Minister for Regional Development, the Minister for Transport 
and anyone else who wants to listen is that there is a real opportunity for the Culham Inlet causeway to be rebuilt. 
The shire has already started working on a new design. I spoke to Darren Chester, the federal transport and 
infrastructure minister, the other week. There is the opportunity for a $4 million or $5 million project through which 
jobs could be reinstated in a fairly short time. I urge the government to look at that in its forthcoming budget. 
There are a couple of other projects I would like to mention. One is the Esperance TAFE. I am sure that the member 
for Scarborough remembers this. It was announced by the previous cabinet. The members for Scarborough and 
Warren–Blackwood were at the announcement in their previous capacities. The cabinet announced $10 million 
worth of royalties for regions money along with $7 million from the Department of Training and Workforce 
Development. That TAFE site is one of the most dilapidated in Western Australia. This project has a business case 
and is ready to roll. I really urge the government to take a look at it. Another project is the Esperance indoor 
stadium. That is a $7 million project. There has been $4.06 million of royalties for regions money approved. 
Funding from the former Department of Sport and Recreation of $750 000 has also been approved, and from the 
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local government—same thing. The business case is there and ready. These are projects from the Goldfields–
Esperance Development Commission revitalisation fund. I urge the government to look at these projects and take 
the opportunity to help community members of not only Hopetoun and Ravensthorpe, but also Esperance. 
I worry about mental health issues. I am getting two to three phone calls a week. People on stress leave are coming 
to my office off the street. They have been to see the former member for Eyre, Dr Graham Jacobs, and they are 
very worried. He has referred them to talk to me. I urge the government to look at this. The Shire of Ravensthorpe 
has had a very difficult time. There have been the floods that wiped out the causeway, the Southern Ocean Road 
is under water and First Quantum Minerals has closed down the nickel mine. There is also the southern ports 
scenario. Let us take a look at it. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [3.13 pm]: I thank members for this matter of public 
interest and for raising these very serious issues in this place. I also extend government sympathy and concern to 
the workers in Ravensthorpe, Hopetoun and Esperance. I know these shocks are very significant and I can only 
imagine the stress those families are going through. These are terrible shocks, particularly the closure of the nickel 
mine, and they are very, very concerning. I will make some general comments and leave the more specific issues 
to the Premier and the Minister for Mines and Petroleum. This government is of course significantly concerned 
about the impact that these types of employment shocks have on families and the towns that rely so much on these 
businesses—on not only the workers involved, but also small businesses and everyone throughout the community. 
The Minister for Mines and Petroleum will go through some of the response that the state government is delivering 
on the ground and I am sure the Premier will outline that too. Again, I thank members for their concern. I must 
say that we met in the member for Roe’s electorate on one occasion to talk about roads and other issues. 
I understand the member’s frustration in not being able to access government agencies. I assure him that I tried 
many times to access government agencies when I was in opposition and I was not afforded any particular 
concessions. I understand the significant issues being faced down there and the fact that the member is part of the 
community that is hurting. I totally appreciate that. 
I want to address the issues with the Southern Port Authority, because I think they are significant. They are issues 
that, again, we inherited. I know the member for Warren–Blackwood said that somehow they eventuated 
overnight, but there is a long history to what has happened to the southern ports. I think the member started off 
saying that the history of these issues is very important. He referred to comments made by the former opposition. 
I will go through the history of the southern ports. I will initially refer to amendments that the former government 
made to the operation of the ports. The Ports Legislation Amendment Bill was introduced in 2013 and debated in 
2014. The previous government’s amendments basically required ports to subject their in-house services to 
continuous competition. It was a clause that required continual outsourcing in a sense. Ports were required to 
determine which services they provided could be provided by the private sector. I refer particularly to the amended 
section 60 of the Port Authorities Act 1999. It states — 

… proposed arrangements to facilitate the participation of potential suppliers in the provision of 
port services or, if no arrangements are proposed, the reason and justification for their absence … 

The explanatory memorandum to the bill explained that change. It states — 
Division 2 requires port authorities to prepare a Statement of Corporate Intent … which outlines a raft of 
operational, planning and strategic matters such as the objectives of the port, proposed arrangements to 
facilitate trade, pricing arrangements and performance targets. 
This amendment will require port authority boards to include proposed arrangements whereby potential 
suppliers can deliver port services. The purpose of this reform is to make transparent the intentions of 
port authorities and to provide competitive access arrangements for the private sector to deliver port 
services where appropriate. 
If not included in a SCI, Boards will be required to detail and justify why access arrangements have not 
been developed. 

This amendment was inserted by the previous government, the previous cabinet, into the Port Authorities Act. It 
basically put a requirement on the port authority boards to check whether they could outsource their services, and 
that is what has happened. I have received advice that the Southern Ports Authority is expected to regularly reassess 
alternative service provision models for services such as stevedoring. The former government changed the 
legislation and required the ports to see whether their services could be provided by our private sector operator. 
That is what the previous government did. It is pretty clear that is exactly what happened. We are dealing with the 
fallout of that. 
Mr D.J. Kelly: It was your decision. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes, it was a decision that the former government’s cabinet made. 
Several members interjected. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 15 August 2017] 

 p2773f-2783a 
Mr Terry Redman; Mr Peter Rundle; Ms Rita Saffioti; Mr Bill Johnston; Mr Sean L'Estrange; Mr Mark 

McGowan; Mr Shane Love 

 [5] 

The SPEAKER: Members, please. You were listened to in silence, member for Warren–Blackwood. I expect 
the same. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The former government was measured by the responsibility it took for what it did. The former 
government never took responsibility for what it did. This is a very, very unfortunate circumstance and for it to 
happen now, along with what else is happening in Ravensthorpe, is not good. To be honest, it is not something 
that I would like to be dealing with as Minister for Transport. 
This is the chain of events that occurred; let us go through it. In August last year, there was an open tender process 
for Independence Group’s Nova site business. Basically, Esperance port started tendering for business. A tender 
for new work was lost to Qube Ports and Bulk in October last year. Qube invested in additional infrastructure in 
the port. The decision to go through this outsourcing process created the incentive for the private sector to come 
in and invest in infrastructure. Since then, one tender did not go to the Southern Ports Authority. That is what 
happened. We have very much tried to make sure that the Southern Ports Authority can become competitive again 
to make sure that we do not continue to lose business. We are facilitating and making sure that the unions are 
involved in the upcoming process and that we have an interest-based bargaining process to ensure that employees, 
unions and the Southern Ports Authority work together to ensure that the port is more competitive in the process. 
In future weeks I will make further announcements about other issues in relation to the port. In relation to this 
issue, this is what has happened: new work started going out to the private sector at the end of last year and that 
has continued. We inherited a process that we cannot stop, but we are trying to work with the Southern Ports 
Authority, the unions and the employees to get a sustainable business in the future. That is what we are doing. 
In relation to what has happened over recent weeks, I understand the concern raised about the meeting of 133 staff 
and I regret that it happened in that way. I think it was—I have expressed this—not handled as well as I would have 
liked. There has been follow-up communication, in particular direct communication and direct conversations with 
a number of the staff concerned, to make sure that we can facilitate an okay outcome. This is not something that I like 
to have to do or something that I like to see being done, because we are a government that likes to create jobs, but as 
a result of a process that started under the former government, which we inherited, we are doing what we can to 
facilitate a good outcome or an okay outcome. In relation to the future of the port stevedoring business, we are really 
keen to work down and get some good competitiveness back into the Southern Ports Authority and Esperance port 
to make sure that we can compete on other tenders for other business in the future. We are doing that at the moment; 
we have engaged with everyone we can to make sure that we get a better outcome. That is where we are at. 
I do not think 50 is the right number; it is far less than that. There will be further announcements on the number of 
people who have asked for, volunteered for or said yes to voluntary redundancies. It will be far less than 50 people. 
We are still working through that process and we have to talk to the employees again before we release the final 
number. It is nowhere near 50 people. As I said, this is the outcome of a long process. I have met with the port 
authority on a couple of occasions and it is something that we will continue to manage and to watch. I understand 
workers’ and families’ concerns and we are trying to make sure that we can accommodate those people who for 
whatever reason want to leave, but also those who want to stay, so that they can have a future. We are working to 
ensure that the union is involved to ensure that we get a good agreement that will serve the port authority and the 
town in the future. That is where we are at. 
It is a legitimate issue for the member for Warren–Blackwood to raise, but he has to also take responsibility for 
the process the former government started. I do not know how a former cabinet minister who signed off on this 
clause and voted for the legislation can now ask whether we are looking at it. Potentially we are looking at it; we 
are looking at a number of ways to secure good jobs for Western Australians in the future. For the member to take 
no responsibility across the board for the process he started is complete hypocrisy. We are dealing with the issue 
and I want to make sure we get a good outcome. 
The member for Warren–Blackwood and I had a meeting about public works in the Esperance–Hopetoun area. 
I can tell members how many times I had meetings with the minister when I was in opposition—not many, even 
though I did request a few. I sat down with the member and he raised a few issues. I know that the member raised 
this issue with the federal minister, and he talked to me about it, too. 
The SPEAKER: Members, have a meeting outside, please. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We will work with the minister for Mines and Petroleum and the Minister for State 
Development, Jobs and Trade and, of course, the Minister for Community Services, because that agency will be 
involved on the ground in the community to assist. We will see what we can do. There are two issues here: the 
workers and the stimulus to the local economy. I understand that although infrastructure projects may not assist 
those particular workers, they may provide some ongoing economic stimulus. But we have to ask: how long will 
it go for and at what time do we stop? I understand the member for Warren–Blackwood’s position, and we will 
have a look at that. As members know, the budget is tight, but we will have a look at that. We are very committed 
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to making sure that we do whatever we can to ease the pain and, obviously, the suffering happening there; it is not 
a good thing to have happened or something we would have wanted to happen. I wish the port authority was an 
easy fix and that I did not have to do all these things and make these decisions, but ultimately they are decisions 
that have been put in front of me and I am trying to manage it as well as I can. 
MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [3.26 pm]: I rise to contribute to 
the debate on this motion. On Wednesday night, I was at the Diggers and Dealers Mining Forum when the chief 
executive officer of First Quantum Minerals rang me and let me know about its decision. In that conversation 
I asked whether there was anything the government could do to change his mind. The CEO explained that unlike 
BHP, which closed the mine in 2009, First Quantum was simply putting it on care and maintenance. The view was 
that the market for nickel would recover within two or three years and the company would be able to bring the 
mine back into production. He explained to me that that is why the company is continuing to seek environmental 
approval for the mine expansion, which is obviously a positive sign. This is a terrible situation for the people 
involved. When I received that phone call, the first thing that I did was to ring the Premier and let him know. 
I understand that the Premier spoke to the CEO that evening and discussed whether there was any way that the 
government could help. The Premier and I spoke again, and he directed me to set up a task force to try to assist the 
450 workers involved in this project with the transition. 
When I got back to Perth on the Thursday, one of the first things that I did was to seek out the member for Roe 
and let him know what the government was doing. I must say that I felt that that was the responsibility that I had 
even though the reverse had not been the case when we were in opposition; ministers did not seek us out to give 
us briefings on details of these situations. Indeed, the member for Roe let me know that he would be in 
Ravensthorpe over the weekend. I asked him to catch up with me today to let me know what the community was 
telling him about the situation down there, because we are a government that cares for working people. 
Interestingly, on Thursday I found out that of the 450 workers, 200 are actually based in Bunbury. I sought out the 
member for Bunbury and spoke to him about the situation. I let him know the company involved and made sure 
that he was aware that there would likely be an impact in Bunbury. I must point out that I treated the two members 
of Parliament relevant to this case—that is, the members for Roe and Bunbury—equally, even though one is an 
opposition member and one is a government member. Unlike the former government, I was not playing favourites. 
I made sure that they were both kept informed. 
I can go through how in the very few days since Wednesday night the government has been taking action every 
day to get benefits and assistance to these workers, because they are the ones who are most important. 
I also want to let members know a couple of other things. We have advice from the Department of Education that 
the two impacted schools in this area will still be able to operate. The Ravensthorpe school is not expected to be 
too badly affected, but the Hopetoun school will be significantly impacted. However, the Hopetoun school will 
still be at a viable level; therefore, it is expected that the provision of a comprehensive public school for Hopetoun 
will continue. 
Mr D.T. Redman: I assume that there is a resource reduction to that school, or will you maintain resources? 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: As the member for Warren–Blackwood knows, his government introduced a system 
called student-centred funding. As he knows, the funding follows the students. Of course, neither of those schools 
will be impacted this year, but the system of funding arrangements that he introduced in Western Australia means 
that funding follows the students, so the students will continue to receive that funding. 
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: What a load of rubbish! Do not get me started! 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe! 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: One day the former Premier will come in here and tell the truth. Until then, we have to 
listen to the dribble that comes from him. 
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: It is just not true. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: It just shows that the former Premier never understood any of his own decisions in 
government. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, through the Chair, please. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Absolutely, Mr Speaker. Every time this member interjects from the back row, we can 
see why he was defeated as Premier and why he was the most unpopular Premier in the state’s history. 
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I just want to get on and point out that we are taking action. It is less than a week since we were notified of this, 
yet already we are taking action to make sure that the individual workers are assisted. 
A member interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Sorry? That was another inane interjection from the people who have nothing to 
contribute. I used to come into this chamber and say, “You are the Premier of this state; how come you’re so 
unhappy?” I now understand why he is so unhappy, sitting at the back with nobody talking to him. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, can you get back to the motion, please. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The only time anybody talks to him is when he interjects in here because we will talk to 
him; nobody on the other side will. 
I just want to make sure that people understand. As the Premier outlined last week, the day after the situation arose, 
the government was already taking action and we will continue to do so. It is six days since we found out that there 
was an issue. The idea that somehow we are to be condemned for inaction after six days is ridiculous. Let me make 
it clear: I remember members of the former government laughing about the closure of a food-processing factory 
in Canning Vale. They laughed about it. They were asked in this chamber what they were going to do to help the 
workers displaced from the Smith’s Snackfood Company Pty Ltd factory, which was a food-processing factory. 
There was not a single effort by anybody—not by the National Party or anybody. The Premier of the day, the 
member for Cottesloe, literally laughed in the chamber about it. 
I want to make another couple of points. Yesterday, I was very pleased to speak to Reg Howard-Smith, the chief 
executive officer of the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of Western Australia, and I asked him for assistance 
from the chamber and its members. Some of the projects of the members of the Chamber of Minerals and Energy 
are currently in the expansion phase. I asked the CEO to see which members of the chamber were able to offer 
jobs to the workers being displaced from the project in Ravensthorpe and I was very pleased to hear him say that 
in fact some of the companies were onto that already and that job offers were already going to workers from the 
First Quantum Minerals Ltd nickel mine. It is good to have a good relationship with the Chamber of Minerals and 
Energy so that we can talk to the chamber about achieving for the benefit of the community, and that is what this 
government is doing. 
Today I had a discussion with investors in the Woodie Woodie manganese project, which has already announced 
the creation of 117 jobs and potentially 300 ongoing permanent jobs. I was very pleased to meet representatives 
of the company just before this debate today. I was recently at the Gruyere goldmine, which is creating 
500 construction jobs and potentially 300 ongoing jobs. When I was at the Diggers and Dealers Mining Forum, 
I was very pleased to see the upbeat nature of the resources sector. Of course, individual projects will always come 
and go, but the upbeat nature at the Diggers and Dealers shows that there will be many opportunities for workers 
in this state. As a Labor government that puts employment at the heart of our work, we are very pleased to be 
getting together to work on behalf of the community. 
I will finish by saying that if the member for Bunbury and the member for Roe want to talk to me about specific 
issues that are within the capacity of the government to assist with, we will always look at that. That is exactly 
why I went out of my way to talk to an opposition member about this difficult situation to make sure that he knew 
that this is a government of action and that we are prepared to help. 
MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands) [3.36 pm]: The people of Esperance and Ravensthorpe have had a real 
kick in the guts with this mine closure. We accept the premise of the Minister for Mines and Petroleum, who said 
that commodity prices go up and down and that, with that, hard business decisions need to be made by companies. 
We understand that. When this situation confronted the former government in 2009 when BHP closed its mine, 
the Premier of the day and the government kicked in $5 million to help prop up and support that community during 
a tough time. We know that the Premier came off leave in January 2009 and went down and sorted it out with 
$5 million. He followed that up with $20 million of commonwealth money and a further $20 million of state 
money from the Liberal–National government to build a road project to sustain jobs in the area. When the mines 
community does it tough, we need a government that can act straightaway and can be decisive in making sure that 
people are supported. That is what the former government did, regardless of the history lesson that members 
opposite might put in front of us today. 

This is about looking after the people of Ravensthorpe and Esperance. It is also about standing true to the 
commitment that the Labor Party went to the election with. It took a jobs plan to the election. The member for 
Warren–Blackwood held up the Labor “Plan for Jobs”. He has a colour version of it; I have a black-and-white one. 
Many different things were promised by the government in the jobs plan. One of those key things was 
a WA participation act. That bill has not been brought into Parliament. Another thing was a skilled local jobs bill. 
That is particularly important, because the Premier said that as part of the government’s plan for jobs, a skilled 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 15 August 2017] 

 p2773f-2783a 
Mr Terry Redman; Mr Peter Rundle; Ms Rita Saffioti; Mr Bill Johnston; Mr Sean L'Estrange; Mr Mark 

McGowan; Mr Shane Love 

 [8] 

local jobs bill would be introduced into Parliament to encourage more local jobs on big resource projects. We have 
not seen that bill. It is linked to this industry, which is doing it tough, and to the Ravensthorpe community, which 
is also doing it tough. Another key thing was the infrastructure WA strategy. We have not seen that strategy. We 
found a quote by the Minister for Mines and Petroleum that was linked to it. He said that he plugs the infrastructure 
plan to WA miners and that part of this plan is to develop a state infrastructure strategy. That has not been brought 
to Parliament yet. We do not know where that is. 

Six months in, the government talks about jobs and about supporting communities such as Ravensthorpe and 
Esperance, but it does not actually get on with the job of creating the programs that can create the work of the 
future. It is not safeguarding the jobs in the commodity price cycle for the people of Western Australia. That is 
what the Labor Party went to the election saying it would do. It said that it had a plan for jobs, but it has not done 
it yet. What has the government been doing? It went to the election on a platform of economic development, jobs 
growth and fiscal management, yet it has not come to this place with a plan for jobs that can support the people 
affected by this mine closure. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: The government does not get it. I am not saying that the bills and the items that the 
government has put on the notice paper are not important; I am just saying that it is not focused on jobs. There is 
the Constitution Amendment (Demise of the Crown) Bill, the Coroners Amendment Bill, the Criminal Code 
Amendment (Industrial Manslaughter) Bill, the Local Government Amendment (Auditing) Bill, the 
Sentence Administration Amendment Bill and the Statutes (Minor Amendments) Bill. None of those bills will get 
jobs for the people affected by the mine closure or safeguard jobs for the people of Western Australia when 
commodity price cycles turn. None of those bills will create jobs, yet this government said it is about jobs. I can 
tell members opposite that government is not about cutting ribbons and mixing it with the chardonnay set. It is not 
about swanning around giving speeches to senior public servants who are scared for their job security while the 
jobs of members are secure. It is about getting on with what they committed to at the election and making sure that 
they are putting policies in place through bills and acts of Parliament and strategies that actually create jobs. That 
is what the people of Ravensthorpe want to see, that is what we want to see and that is what the people of 
Western Australia want to see. I urge the government to get on with it instead of talking about it and reminiscing 
about those eight and a half years in opposition and how hard it was. Well, boohoo, grab a tissue, build a bridge 
and get over it because the Labor Party is in government. The role of being in government is to govern in the best 
interests of the people of Western Australia. The government is not doing that. All its members are doing is 
whingeing and whining about the past. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the House, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: It is only going to help the members on the back benches go out and find themselves 
a new job. The government backbenchers will have to find themselves a new job quicker than normal because 
the longer they talk about the past and whine about how difficult opposition was, the more it favours us. I am 
giving the government a bit of advice: if it gets on with the job of building jobs for the people of 
Western Australia and doing what it was elected to do, it might save some of its back bench seats. Instead, it is 
not. It is whinging and whining and carrying on. It is not supporting the people of Ravensthorpe or Esperance. 
The government needs to get behind them. It needs to do things that will create jobs. I urge the government to 
make sure that it focuses on the real need here, not about Labor, not about Liberal, but about injecting the 
capital investment required to support those communities in the south west; in particular, those affected by the 
mine closure. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [3.42 pm]: I thank the member for Warren–Blackwood for the 
sentiment behind the motion he moved because it is very important. The issues relating to the nickel mine, in 
particular, which occurred last week, were brought to public attention, along with the need to take some action for 
the people who have been impacted by the closure of the mine. Although the wording of the motion is rather silly, 
the issue that is being dealt with is serious. 

In relation to the communication of the closure, as I indicated to the house last week, it came to our attention on 
Wednesday evening. I immediately contacted the CEO of the company, as did the Minister for Mines and 
Petroleum. He reiterated what was advised to me in his letter, which was that the company is a price taker, not 
a price maker and that the depressed nickel market leaves it no option other than to put the mine into care and 
maintenance. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: I can refer to some past comments if the member wishes. I can refer to his comments about 
the former Premier being captured by Chevron. We can talk about that for a while if he likes. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Was the member telling the truth back then? I have the article here. Was that true? The 
member was a government minister when he said that. I think that shows how dysfunctional that relationship was 
and why there was such fear in the community about that. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warren–Blackwood, I think your speech was heard in relative silence but you want 
to interject all the time. I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I contacted the CEO that evening. Although it is not a silver lining—there is some hope for 
the future—he advised me that the mine had been placed in care and maintenance. BHP announced that it was 
closing the mine in 2009. Consequent to that closure, First Quantum Minerals saw an opportunity—it is a more 
agile miner able to operate with a smaller workforce—to operate the mine efficiently and profitably given the price 
of nickel at that time. It turns out that the price went down further. That could not take place so the mine is now in 
care and maintenance. As I said, there is some hope for the future because First Quantum indicated that within the 
next couple of years, it may be able to reopen the mine if the nickel price improves. With the take-up of battery 
technology, particularly in relation to cars, I see some significant hope there. I think we all understand that there 
is significant hope there. 

Mr D.T. Redman: So summarise the list of actions from your government. Summarise your list of actions in 
response. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I will go over that in a moment. 

Just so that people understand, this is about the mining industry in Western Australia. As the Minister for Mines 
and Petroleum informed the house today, it was announced that the Woodie Woodie manganese mine would 
restart. It is located 400 kilometres south east of Port Hedland. That means 300 jobs. This is what happens in the 
mining industry. There are over 400 mines in Western Australia. Sometimes they open and sometimes they close, 
dependent on the price. In relation to Woodie Woodie, the minister, to his credit, has been in contact with the 
Chamber of Minerals and Energy of Western Australia and said that there is a workforce in Ravensthorpe, some 
of whom are living in Hopetoun, whether it is the residential workforce or the fly in, fly out workforce, available 
and no doubt ready, willing and able to take up job opportunities. That is what a government should do. We are 
encouraging the new mine. We are pleased that it will reopen. We are talking to the industry about providing hope 
for jobs and opportunities for the workers who have been displaced by this unfortunate closure in Ravensthorpe. 
We are getting on with taking positive action in relation to it. The minister was right. Going back a little while, 
when the Smith’s chips factory closed, I asked in this place whether the former government picked up the phone 
and even spoke to the company about it remaining open. I was laughed at by the then government. I called First 
Quantum on Wednesday night, as did the minister. We are taking action. We do not just laugh about these things 
occurring as though it is ridiculous that the government should seek to at least have a conversation about what can 
be done. 

In relation to the workforce, as we indicated last week, a range of actions will be taken. As we said, we have set 
up a government task force to see what can be done about the workforce. 

Mr D.T. Redman: What about the R4R projects? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I will go over that in a moment. 

I remind members that we were advised that it is still six to eight weeks before the mine closes. We want to make 
sure that we do this properly rather than race around flying here and there. We want to send people down there 
who have the authority to assist people in a coordinated manner, and talk to them. I understand that 100 of the 
workers live in Hopetoun but 200 to 300 are fly in, fly out workers, so they no doubt live in Perth, Bunbury or 
other communities. In fact, we learnt that 200 live in Bunbury. The response has to take those things into account. 
The people affected do not live just in Hopetoun and Ravensthorpe; they live in areas throughout the 
Western Australian community. 

The action we are taking involves a range of agencies. The child protection and family support division of the 
Department of Communities has conducted a joint visit to talk to people about the closure. People will have the 
opportunity to talk to financial counsellors. The Department of Communities is also helping people with potential 
bond assistance and public housing applications. The Department of Water and Environmental Regulation is 
working hard with the shire to reopen some of the roads that were washed away in the flood event that the member 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 15 August 2017] 

 p2773f-2783a 
Mr Terry Redman; Mr Peter Rundle; Ms Rita Saffioti; Mr Bill Johnston; Mr Sean L'Estrange; Mr Mark 

McGowan; Mr Shane Love 

 [10] 

referred to. There is some action occurring in that area. In relation to education, I am advised that there will be no 
reduction in services to schools in the area for at least the rest of this year. As I indicated, the mine will be placed 
in care and maintenance, which means that 20 to 30 employees will remain in the mine’s employ. There is no 
pressure for those people to move on quickly. The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
is coordinating, in conjunction with the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, a range of actions across 
government to support the workforce in the area. There will be ongoing involvement. I expect that ministers, 
whether it is the Minister for Mines and Petroleum, me or the Minister for Regional Development, will be visiting 
the community over the coming weeks and months. They are the sorts of actions that we are taking. We are taking 
it seriously. It is not a laughing matter. It is an important issue for the people of Western Australia.  

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore) [3.49 pm]: The National Party has raised this matter of public interest today because of 
its distress for people on the south coast who are going through this situation, and especially because of the 
concerns of the member for Roe, who is a diligent and very capable local member. Unfortunately, he has apparently 
been cut off from knowledge about what is going on: bereft of information and in some sort of drought of 
information that has been caused by the government’s lack of transparency and putting petty political interest 
ahead of the very serious situation for the people of that area. It is a situation in which the local member should be 
front and centre in gaining information to be able to assist and reassure his community. If nothing else, because not 
much of a plan has been outlined thus far, the government should at least include the member for Roe in any future 
discussions about what will happen in his electorate. That is something that I am sure we would do for Labor members 
in the same situation; we absolutely would and have done so in the past. The member for Warren–Blackwood, as 
Minister for Regional Development, did not shut his door to members in concern. I know for a fact that members 
opposite had occasion to receive information when required, especially in situations of this nature. The government 
should open its door and start talking to the member for Roe, because this is a bizarre situation. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: I have, and he acknowledges that I did. 

Mr R.S. LOVE: The member for Cannington has been talking to all sorts of people at the Diggers and Dealers 
Mining Forum—we know that. But has that achieved anything? We do not know. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr R.S. LOVE: The government has had its go. 

We have put forward a motion today that gave the government the opportunity to express concern and to outline 
its plan for the people down there. Thus far, it has done nothing. It has put nothing forward, does not have a plan, 
and does not intend to put any resources aside for it. As far as I can see, it seems to be just business as normal and 
“let’s hope something happens”. Jobs in Ravensthorpe do not seem to be part of the government’s jobs plan. What 
about the people down in Hopetoun who will be kicked out of their houses in pretty short order because they are 
in company houses? No job, no house! There is no concern from the government. There is a whole range of 
opportunities for the government to jump in and help the local community. The member for Roe has outlined that 
large projects need to be undertaken in the local area to recover from the flood damage back in February. Despite 
the willingness of local people to undertake the work, there has been a hold-up, not just in Ravensthorpe, but right 
throughout the flood-damaged area, which runs from Mullewa in my electorate right the way down through the 
wheatbelt. Shire after shire have come to us and complained about the lack of approvals and the lack of speed from 
the government’s departments so that they can do work the work locally and employ local people to repair the 
damage that has affected their communities. If the government can do nothing else, it can at least address the 
backlog of work that is held up in the Western Australia Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements. 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Water! 

Mr R.S. LOVE: It is a backlog that is so serious that it has been raised directly at our recent state conference. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken with the following result — 
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Ayes (15) 

Mr C.J. Barnett Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Mr J.E. McGrath Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr A. Krsticevic Dr M.D. Nahan Mr P.J. Rundle 
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.C. Nalder Ms L. Mettam (Teller) 
Mr P. Katsambanis Mr R.S. Love Mr K. O’Donnell  

 

Noes (39) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr D.J. Kelly Mr S.J. Price Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr F.M. Logan Mr D.T. Punch Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Mr M. McGowan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr R.H. Cook Ms S.F. McGurk Ms M.M. Quirk Mr B. Urban 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr K.J.J. Michel Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr S.A. Millman Ms C.M. Rowe Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms E. Hamilton Mr Y. Mubarakai Ms R. Saffioti Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr T.J. Healy Mr M.P. Murray Ms A. Sanderson Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Mr M. Hughes Mrs L.M. O’Malley Ms J.J. Shaw  

            

Pair 

Ms M.J. Davies Ms J. Farrer 

Question thus negatived. 
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